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God not only wants you to love Him, He
also wants you to share His love with
others. Your life can influence more people
than you could imagine. The influence you
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S E C T I O N

have in your home, church, and community
is enough to win hundreds, possibly
thousands, of people to God. God created
you to be in a relationship with Him and to
teach others to do the same.
You’ve more than likely spent much of your
life trying to figure out how to love God.
You read your Bible, go to church, live with
positive values, and even serve others. You’re
doing well, but God also wants you to share
his love with other people.
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A LIFE OF

INFLUENCE
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Here are some characteristics of
people who are a godly influence:

“The key to successful leadership
i s i n f l u e n c e , n o t a u t h o r i t y.”
~Ken Blanchard
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“Example is not the main thing in
influencing others. It is the only
t h i n g .” ~A l b e r t S c hwe i t ze r

ENCOURAGEMENT – Our words have
great power. They hold the power of life
and death (Proverbs 18:21). When we
hear, “You did a good job,” it makes us
want to try harder.

o

In Paul’s letter to Timothy he tells him
to strive to be an influencer. “Don’t let
anyone look down on you because
you are young, but set an example for
the believers in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith, and in purity” (1 Timothy
4:12).

LOVING – Before you can do anything
in the lives of others, you must show
them love. The amount of our influence
on others is directly related to the depth
of our love for them.

GIVERS OF TIME – Our most
valuable resource is our time, and it
means the world to people when we
give it to them.

u

We are continually influencing others.
As leaders, people watch what we do
and how we do it. We all have people
who influenced us, from our family to
our teachers to the kid next door.

CARING – 1 Peter 5:2 says, “Be
shepherds of God’s flock that is under
your care, watching over them—not
because you must, but because you
are willing, as God wants you to be;
not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager
to serve.” John Maxwell once said,
“People don’t care what you know until
they know that you care.”

Q

What is influence? John Maxwell says,
“Leadership is influence. Nothing more,
nothing less.” Webster says influence
is, “the capacity or power of persons or
things to be a compelling force on or
produce effects on the actions, behavior,
opinions, etc., of others.”

INTEGRITY – To earn the right to
speak into someone’s life, we must
be people of principle. We are only
one wrong decision away from losing
our credibility and influence for good.
A lapse of integrity can do more
damage and influence for evil than a
lifetime of integrity can do for good.
A leader of integrity has:
•

•

CHARACTER – You live what
you preach and what is seen in
public is congruent with what you
do in private.
AUTHENTICITY – No leader is
perfect, but a leader of integrity
uses mistakes to teach others in a

real and vulnerable way.
•

HUMILITY – Leaders must admit
when they’re wrong. They also
must not view themselves above
others. Leaders with influence
are willing and able to roll up their
sleeves and get their hands dirty.

•

TRUSTWORTHINESS – Let your
yes be yes and your no be no.

As a life of influence grows and
develops, so does trust. A life
of influence creates authentic
relationships. A life of influence
fosters community.
Those we influence allow us to
share our story and engage in
conversations that go beyond
the superficial. With time, our
acquaintances become friendships.
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SHARING THE

GOSPEL TODAY
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Generation Z will be the first generation
that will have been raised in a post-Christian
context. It is the first post-Christian generation.
~Pastor James Emory White

Today, 78% Generation Z still believes in
the existence of God. But less than half
attend weekly religious services of any
kind (41 percent).
The largest single religious category
they identify with is “agnostic” (21.3
percent). The younger the demographic,
the higher the percentage who fall
into the category of “unaffiliated with
religion.” Pew Research reports they do
not seem to be growing more religiously
observant as they grow older. As the
research of the Barna Group states, “the
pattern is indisputable: The younger the
generation, the more post-Christian it is.”

Pastor James Emory White writes in his
book Meet Generation Z, “The church’s
mission, given by Jesus himself, is to
reach into a deeply fallen world and call
humanity back into a relationship with
God.” According to the Bible, this involves
active evangelism and discipleship,
together with serving the needs of society.
We are to be the body of Christ to this
world, and the dynamics of evangelism
and social concern reflect the mission of
Jesus. And it is this cause that may be the
most defining mark of all.”

Theologian Jürgen Moltmann reminds
us that, “the church does not ‘have’ a
mission; instead, the mission ‘has’ us.”
Pastor White writes again, “The
church must view evangelism as both
a process and an event. Because we
are not dealing with an unchurched
culture but instead with a post-Christian,
unchurched culture, we must pay new
attention to the process that leads
people to the event of salvation.”
Evangelism has come in many
methods throughout modern church
history. Today, we must again
reevaluate our strategies in light of of
a post-Christian, unchurched culture.
Let’s look at one for today: ASK,
LISTEN, SHARE, REPEAT.
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“Everything in Scripture is either
preparation for the Gospel, presentation of
t h e G o s p e l , o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e G o s p e l .”
~Dave Harvey
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A S K :W H AT ’ S GOING ON?

“You can make more friends in two months by becoming interested in
other people than you can in two years by trying to get other people
interested in you.” ~Dale Carnegie
Here is your challenge: After committing
yourself to rediscovering God’s love, aim
as much as possible to listen more, speak
less, and ask more questions anytime
you are engaged in conversation.
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Consider the words of this poem as we
desire to “simply ask” as a way to engage
humanity with the gospel of Jesus.

:

Lord, arouse us to a deep concern for all with whom
we c o me i n c o n t ac t fr o m d ay to d ay.
~Charles Spurgeon

Asking this simple question opens
the door to influence. People never
get tired of sharing their stories.
Jesus did this all the time. Here are a
few examples. “Why are you afraid?”
“Do you believe I can make you see?”
“How many loaves of bread do you
have?” He was concerned about
people’s feelings, their faith, and
their potential. Many times we ask
someone, “How are you doing?” They
reply, “good,” and we move on to the

next person. We must go deeper.
Simply asking about someone’s life
shows we care enough to foster a
relationship with those who are part of
our world. We should “esteem others
more important than yourselves”
(Phil. 2:3). This happens when we
choose to deny our platform building
and to care more about others. When
we pray, we should ask for a fresh
revelation of love.

This man indeed was gifted, (he subtly let
me know). He had some great opinions
(I know, he told me so).
He never thought to ask me, “What’s
happening with you?” He never paused to
care about my point of view.

The Talker1

Three times I interjected something that
I knew, to which he listened intently for a
second (maybe two).

We had a lot in common, this guy I
met last week. “Hey, how about some
breakfast down at Rusty Creek?”

He wowed me with his stories, impressed
me with his wit, told me all his history,
talked and never quit.

I had great anticipation for this
rendezvous. I get a bit excited about
meeting someone new.

His life was helping others, but somehow
he couldn’t see that in his selfish focus,
he disregarded me.

At first we chatted small talk. Then he
began to share all sorts of things about
himself (I sat silent in my chair).

A man of great distinction like no one
else, I bet. A man of many syllables,
I wish I never met.

I thought he might be lonely, for a
listening ear, but after fifty minutes, I
hoped to disappear.
1
Lengerman, Bruce, “Kingdom Culture: Uncovering the
Heart of What Empowers Teams” Certa (June 5, 2017), 202-203.
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2 .“ Yo u ’r e s h o r t o n e a r s a n d l o n g o n
m o u t h .” ~J o h n Way n e

1. We have t wo ea r s a n d o n e
mouth and we should use them
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y.” ~S u s a n C a i n
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“Most people do not listen with the intent to understand; they
l i s te n w i t h t h e i n te n t to r e p l y.” ~ S te p h e n R . C ove y

L

9

N

U

P

10

After asking, “what is going on in your
world?” It’s time to LISTEN. People never
tire of sharing their stories. They want you
to know about the promotion. They want
to tell you about their children. People
want to talk about last night’s news and
tomorrow’s big event. But if you listen past
these things, you will quickly find that they
want to tell you much, much more.
The person you work with wants to talk
about their sick family member who is
about to have a life-threatening surgery.
They want to share how stressed they are
with their job. They may want to talk to you
about their finances, their worries, or their
fears.
Listening well, will help you transition to
sharing your testimony of God’s love and
how it changed your life. Listen for words
of emotion, empathy, or concern. Listen
for answers that will help you continue the
conversation.
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“Sometimes all a person wants is an
e m p a t h e ti c e a r. J u s t of fe r i n g a l i s te n i n g
ear and an understanding heart for his or
h e r s u f fe r i n g c a n b e a b i g c o m fo r t .”
~ R o y T. B e n n e t t

Hearing vs. Listening. Hearing something is obvious. We live in
a world of sound. But to listen, intentionally, is to anticipate the
discovery and understanding of what we are hearing.

Are you ready to listen? If not, you are
probably not ready to share your faith.
Life is noisy. More than ever, we are
bombarded with text notifications,
emails, commercials, and the news.
Everyone seems to be yelling. People
are screaming for attention on social
media. “Look at my life! Look at
what I’m doing and where I’m going!
Everyone has an opinion about
everything, and there is no shortage of
communication outlets.

It’s all exhausting. People are begging
for attention, but no one is listening. If
we are going to be intentional about
sharing our faith with others, then we
are going to have to start listening.
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Of all the things that you can do to make the world a better place,
few things are more valuable and beneficial than telling your story.
~Christopher D. Connors

Sharing your story gives other people hope.
Sharing God’s word brings new life! It doesn’t have
to be complicated. You don’t have to explain every
detail right away. It can be as simple as sharing a
Bible verse with an invitation to know Jesus.
Your stories are unique, genuine and real. It takes
courage to tell your story. Is your story a sad one,
a trial of difficulties or hurtful experiences? If so,
plenty of people will want to empathize and learn
from the battles you’ve fought. You cannot live in
fear and miss the opportunity to impact the lives
of others. When we share our stories, we share
them with emotion. We deliver them with passion
and rejoice in the experience!
When you’re ready to tell your story, you’ll find that
opening up to someone will begin to build trust.
A trust that shares not just life stories, but the
“story of stories.” How God came into the world to
redeem humanity through his Son, JESUS!
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To k n o w t h e g o s p e l a n d n o t s h a r e i t i s l i k e h a v i n g a c u r e f o r c a n c e r
and not telling the dying. It is a crime ~ Rick Warren
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“There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story
i n s i d e yo u .” ~ M aya A n g e l o u
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As we share our story (or testimony), we come
to moments in our conversations for planting
seeds of faith and hope. Planting these seeds
begins with two powerful but simple words,
“BUT GOD . . .”
“I was going through a difficult time in my life.
I was searching for answers, but God. . .”
“My brother was in a car accident. I questioned
in my mind, why? He is such a good person!
But God . . .”
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“But God.” These two words are overflowing with the gospel. For
~1 C o r. 2 : 9 -10
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“Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard . . . the things which
God has prepared for those
who love Him. But God
has revealed them to us
t h r o u g h H i s S p i r i t .”

. . . B
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sinners there may not be two more hopeful words that we could
share. ~John Bloom

“My mother was diagnosed with
cancer. My entire family began to
search for hope.” But God . . .”

and tossed between the impulsive waves
of our flesh and mind” (Ephesians 2:3), but
God.

We should never be ashamed to
share with lost humanity. “But God,
being rich in mercy, because of
the great love with which he loved
us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ — by grace you have
been saved. (Ephesians 2:4–5)

Once we were God’s enemies (Romans
5:10), hating him (Romans 1:30), children of
his wrath, but God.”

Jon Bloom writes, “Once we were
dead to any real love for God at all,
buried under the compounding and
disorienting blindness of our sins
(Ephesians 2:1), but God.
1

Once, we were deceived by our lust
for glory and self-determination, but
God.
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“Their beauty shall be consumed
in the grave . . . . But God will
redeem my soul from the power of
t h e g r a v e .” ~ P s a l m 4 9 : 14 -15

Once we lived enslaved to the
passions of our flesh, being driven
1 Bloom, John, “But God” JANUARY 26, 2015. https://
www.desiringgod.org/articles/but-god

“But God demonstrates his love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.” (Romans 5:8)
“But God” are two compelling words.
Everything that happens from now to
the moment of your death, God will work
for your good. (Romans 8:28) Every
pleasure that you will enjoy in God’s eternal
presence (Psalm 16:11) is because of the
gospel of these two words.
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THE WAY TO
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ACCEPTANCE
You’ve been asking questions and getting to
know someone—perhaps a neighbor or a coworker. You’ve listened to their thoughts and
you’ve shared your story with them. You’re at
the point of asking them if they would like to
accept Jesus as Savior.
This is the point that often stops people.
What do I say? How do I explain salvation?
What words can I use?
Preparation makes all the difference. If you’ve
already planned what you will say, the invitation
becomes so much easier. Before that time
when you feel the Holy Spirit urging you to invite
someone to give their lives to Jesus, spend
some time preparing.
These ideas from godtoolsapp.com will help
you be prepared to share Jesus when the
opportunity for invitation occurs.
Knowing God Personally
(Sharing the Plan of Salvation)
God’s Love. God loves you and created you
to have a relationship with Him. He wants you
to know Him personally. John 3:16 says, “For
God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten son so that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have eternal life.” God isn’t
mad at you. He isn’t disappointed in you. He
isn’t looking for a reason to punish you. God
totally loves you just like you are.
God’s Plan. God has a wonderful plan for your
life. That plan starts with you knowing Him.
Our Problem. People were created to have
fellowship with God, but because we are selfish
and stubborn we chose to go our own way. Our

self-will may be characterized by an attitude of
active rebellion or of passive indifference.
Either way, choosing to pursue our own desires
instead of following God is what the Bible calls
sin.
Our Separation. Sin separates us from
God. Romans 3:23 says that everyone has
sinned. God is holy, and people are sinful. Our
sinfulness creates a great gulf between us and
God.
We try to reach God through our own efforts,
such as living a good life, helping others, or
going to church, but we inevitably fail. We
desperately need some way to bridge the gap.
God Makes a Way. Jesus Christ is God’s
provision for the forgiveness of our sins. Jesus
died for us. He took our sins upon Himself
and, through His death, made a way for our
sins to be forgiven. Jesus rose from the dead,
providing us with eternal life in heaven. Jesus is
the only way to bridge the gap between a holy
God and a sinful person. By paying the penalty
we owed for our sin, Jesus made a way for us
to have a relationship with God.
Our Response. It’s not enough just to know
the truth. Each of us must individually receive
Jesus as Savior. “Yet to all who received Him,
to those who believed in His name, He gave the
right to become children of God.” We receive
Jesus through prayer and faith.
Receiving Christ. You can receive Christ right
now through prayer. You can use your own
words, but here is an example of a prayer you
can pray to receive Jesus into your heart:

“Lord Jesus, I want to know you
personally. Thank you for dying on the
cross for my me. Forgive me of my sins. I
open the door of my life and receive You
as my Savior and Lord. Thank you for
eternal life. Take control of the throne of
my heart. Make me the kind of person you
want me to be.”
If this prayer expresses the desire of your
heart, you can pray it right now and Jesus
will come into your life, just as He promised.
It’s up to each of us to be prepared to invite
others to accept Jesus. In 1 Peter 3:15, we
read, “…And if someone asks you about
your hope as a believer, always be ready to
explain it.” We are more likely to be able to
explain our hope if we are prepared.
Preparation can come in many ways. A
cell phone is a great tool to use in inviting
someone to accept Jesus. Our phone can
store images that explain our faith, notes
to guide us through salvation, a link to a
useful tool, or a screenshot of an example
of a prayer for salvation. Preparation
also includes praying for God to provide
opportunities to invite someone to accept
Jesus.
The apostle Paul said, “…Yes, I try to
find common ground with everyone,
doing everything I can to save some” (1
Corinthians 9:22). Let’s do everything we
can to bring someone to salvation.
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Constant repetition carries conviction. ~Robert Collier
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If a person chooses not to accept Jesus as their personal savior at your intial
invitation, what’s the next step? Conversations are just the starting point to influence.
Influence grows with time and intentionality. When people know that you care about
them, they will give you more of their trust. Always have the next move. How can you
go out of your way to show kindness or meet someone’s need?
•
•
•

Jesus listened.
Jesus shared.
Jesus built relationships.
Is one conversation about God enough to change everything for someone? It can
be. But it can also just be the starting point for sharing your faith.

LET’S TALK MORE
What do you say when you hear about
someone’s need? “I’ll pray for you.”
Jesus prayed, but he also healed
people, fed people, loved people. Jesus
continually (repeatedly) ministered to the
needs of others.
If the conversation was the starting point,
and they did not accept your invitation to
know Jesus, what’s next? Relationship!
You were created for it! From the
beginning, God’s plan was to have a
relationship with humanity, His creation.
In Genesis, God gives the account of
man’s creation. The Garden of Eden was
created to provide everything mankind
would need to sustain life. Food was
abundant. Freshwater flowed through the
Garden. God and man were in fellowship
with each other.
God created mankind, male and female,
for the purpose of being in relationship
with Him. Then God said, “Let us make
mankind in our image, in our likeness…”
Genesis 1:26.
Genesis 2:7 says: “Then the Lord God
formed a man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a
living being.”

The word “formed” comes from the
Hebrew word “yatsar,” which means to
shape with pressure, in the same way,
a potter would shape clay into a vessel.
In every other instance of creation
throughout Genesis 1, God commanded,
“Let there be…” and it was done. God
spoke the world and everything in it into
existence just by His command. But the
creation of man was different. When
God created man, He formed, built, and
breathed life into our existence.
The love and tenderness of the Creator
toward mankind is evident as He
provided man with a home and created a
woman to be his partner and helpmate.
No other creature was created with
the potential and possibility to be in a
personal relationship with God—only
humanity.
God created mankind to be in a
relationship with his Creator. In the
Garden of Eden, that relationship was
perfect—humanity and God were in
harmony. They enjoyed fellowship and
relationship. Repetition in conversation
brings relationship. Relationship builds
trust. Trust builds love.
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